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Venezuela: Paratroops Leader Chavez Ends Coup; Under Arrest 
PA0402171692 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1626 GMT 4 Feb 92 


[Text] Caracas, 4 Feb (EFE) -- Commander Hugo Chavez, leader of 
the group of military rebels who staged a coup attempt in Venezuela 3 
on 4 February, has asked his followers in the interior of the 
country to put down their MeShons- 


In an address over the state-owned television network from the 
Miraflores Palace, the seat of the Presidency, the rebel leader, who 
is now under arrest, said: "Comrades, unfortunately for now, the ‘ 
goals that we pursued in Caracas have not been achieved." ; 
“We have not been able to take power, but new situations will 
come, and. the country must take a better path. I thank. you for.all 
your solidarity and bravery. You did well in Maracay and Valencia, 
but: we dia not achieve our objectives in Caracas," the rebel leader 
said. : ; 


"I. take full responsibility and, in the name of .this. Bolivarian 
movement, I repeat my request that you put down your weapons)”: he 
added. 


Commander Hugo Chavez is the head of the "Jose Rafael Chirinos" 
paratroopers battalion that headed the abortive coup in Venezuela 
early this morning. . 


A spokesman for the Presidency announced that the sareieen at the 
Paez headquarters in Maracay has surrendered, but some rebel 
strongholds remain in Valencia, 110 km west of Caracas. 
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